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SUB J : HEAVIEST RAINFALLS IN 50 YEARS CAUSE EXTENSIVE DAMAGE 
IN ATHENS AREA 

1 . HEAVY RAINFALLS ESTIMATED AT MORE THAN SIX INCHES CAUSED 
WIDESPREAD DAMAGE IN THE GREATER ATHENS AREA THE EVENING OF 
NOVEMBER 2. SO FAR, IT HAS BEEN REPORTED THAT 24 PEOPLE 
DROWNED AND APPROXIMATELY ONE HUNDRED WERE LEFT HOMELESS 
AS A RESULT OF THE THREE-HOUR RAINSTORM WHICH SWEPT THROUGH 
THE AREA. PROPERTY DAMAGE IS ESTIMATED AT SEVERAL HUNDRED 
MILLION DRACHMAS. THE MOST EXTENSIVE DAMAGE WAS SUSTAINED IN 
THE PIRAEUS AREA WHERE HUNDREDS OF HOMES WERE DAMAGED AND 
HUNDREDS OF AUTOMOBILES WERE DESTROYED, AND IN THE OUTSKIRTS 
OF ATHENS WHERE MORE THAN 500 HOUSES AND SHOPS WERE FLOODED. 
THERE WAS POWER FAILURE IN SEVERAL AREAS, AND AROUND FORTY 
THOUSAND TELEPHONES WERE OUT OF COMMISSION AT SOME TIME. 

2. PUBLIC WORKS MINISTER STRATOS SAID THE THUNDERSTORM WAS 
THE HEAVIEST RECORDED DURING THE LAST 50 YEARS. IN NOVEMBER 
1961, THERE WAS A THUNDERSTORM WHICH KILLED 40 PEOPLE, 

DESTROYED 900 HOUSES AND LEFT 2,951 HOMELESS. HOWEVER, 

THE AMOUNT OF RAINFALL RECORDED WAS NOT AS HEAVY AS THE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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STORM TWO DAYS AGO. 

3. PRIME MINISTER CARAMANLIS ORDERED EMERGENCY RELIEF 
MEASURES AS FOLLOWS: A) IMMEDIATE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO 
THE VICTIMS OF THE FLOOD; B) IMMEDIATE REPAIR OF DAMAGED 
STREETS AND REMOVAL OF DEBRIS WHERE STREETS ARE BLOCKED; 

C) GRANTING OF LOANS FOR RECONSTRUCTION OF BUSINESSES 
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WHICH SUFFERED DAMAGE OR LOSS; AND D) A DETAILED ESTIMATE 
OF ALL DAMAGES SUSTAINED IN BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENTS AND 
PUBLIC WORKS AND IMMEDIATE REPAIR WHERE NECESSARY. 

4. ARMY UNITS WERE MOBILIZED TO OFFER EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 
DURING THE FLOOD. ONE THOUSAND MEN WITH TRUCKS, EARTH 
MOVERS, AND OTHER EQUIPMENT RENDERED ASSISTANCE. 
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